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     Rajan is from northwestern Myanmar, near the 
border of India. He is 12 years old and lives in a small 
village called Pan Saung. It is a (1)_____________ 
place far away from big cities. Life may be simple in 

this remote village, but it is not always easy. Every day Rajan must go and 
fetch water for his family. He and his brothers (2)_____________ heavy 
pots on their shoulders. And Rajan's face shows strain under the weight of 
the water. In Rajan's village, people cannot take water for granted. They 
have to (3)_____________ for it.

Rajan is actually a fictional character, made up for this story. But his 
situation and experience are (4)_____________. Many people today do 
not have (5)_____________ water. And many places do not have modern 
water systems and infrastructure. Moreover, the lack of clean drinking 
water is a (6)_____________ predicament around the world. According to 
the World Health Organization 
(WHO), one in five people live 
where water is in short supply.

Due to the lack of 
(7)_____________ water, many 
people drink unsafe water. 
Drinking (8)_____________ 
water makes people sick. Fifty 

percent of all human 
disease comes from bad 
water. And over one 
billion people are 
(9)_____________ or 
thirsty because they 
don't have clean water. 
To solve these 
problems, the UN set 
development goals for the 
year (10)_____________. These goals call for a (11)_____________ 
decrease in the number people without safe drinking water and basic 
(12)_____________.

WORD FOCUS: LIST NEW OR HARD WORDSWORD FOCUS: LIST NEW OR HARD WORDS

verbal He’s a *** person. He talks a lot. 

Where does your 
water come 

from?

THINK ABOUT IT

1. Why can’t Rajan take water for granted?
2. What happens to people who drink bad water?
3. What percent of all human *** comes from bad water?
4. “Remote” is another word for (A) crowded, (B) problematic, (C) faraway.
5. What is the UN development goal for 2015?
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